

ADOPTED 1/14/14


Introduced by Council Member Love & Co-sponsored by Council  

Members Jones, Schellenberg, Gulliford, Yarborough & Brown:
RESOLUTION 2013-814-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING EDISON REYES FOR HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE IN THE ARMY’S 65TH INFANTRY REGIMENT – THE BORINQUENEERS - DURING THE KOREAN WAR; SUPPORTING THE BILL IN THE U.S. CONGRESS AWARDING THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO THE BORINQUENEERS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the U.S. Army’s 65th Infantry Regiment – the Borinqueneers – was established via a Congressional mandate in 1899 as a regiment for Puerto Rican soldiers and was the largest, longest-serving, and only active duty segregated Latino military unit in U.S. history; and


WHEREAS, the 65th Infantry Regiment served with distinction through World War I, World War II and the Korean War before integration became the rule in the U.S. military; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville resident Edison Reyes, serving bravely as a Borinqueneer during the Korean War, earned a Bronze Star for heroic achievement in battle defending Hill 476 near Uijongbu, Korea, and a Purple Heart for wounds incurred in the battle; and 


WHEREAS, 2013 marks the 60th anniversary of the signing of the armistice agreement, officially ending the Korean War, and reminds us of the heroic service provided to our nation by our brave fighting men and women in conflicts great and small around the world; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville desires to express its admiration and thanks to Edison Reyes and his fellow Borinqueneers for their service to the cause of freedom; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Edison Reyes of the 65th Infantry Regiment for his outstanding bravery and service to our nation, and extends to him the City’s gratitude and recognition for his contributions as a Borinqueneer.  His service will never be forgotten.
     Section 2.    
The City of Jacksonville supports the passage of U.S. Congressional Bill HR 1726 which will award the Congressional Gold Medal, one of our nation’s highest civilian awards, to the Borinqueneers.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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